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Emergency Humanitarian Assistance Waiver – Foreign Assistance Pause

Any questions concerning this notice may be directed to:

-- USAID Front Office, AID/A, (202) 712-4040

Notice 01189

The original message was distributed on January 28, 2025 by the Office of the Administrator. Any graphic-based content in the original message has
been removed from this copy. Please visit this link
(https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USAIDHQ/bulletins/3cf6396) to view the original message in GovDelivery.

In alignment with the President’s Executive Order on Reevaluating and Realigning United States Foreign Aid (https://links-
2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-
actions%2F2025%2F01%2Freevaluating-and-realigning-united-states-foreign-
aid%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01010194afd01589-923555f9-fb64-45c2-9f0c-
d5516784d873-000000/lF1_PxfPyFGzQX75XmgTq4RO3D7CHFXifKlEuUSXBuQ=390), and in response to direction from
the Secretary of State, effective immediately an additional waiver for the pause on foreign assistance is being issued. This waiver is
specifically for the continuation of critical, lifesaving humanitarian assistance during the review period.

Implementing partners currently involved in lifesaving humanitarian assistance programs should continue, or resume activities if they have been
halted, in accordance with the following guidelines. Please note that this resumption is temporary in nature and, unless authorized through
a separate waiver or as explicitly required for the execution of this waiver, no new contracts or obligations should be initiated.

1. Scope of Waiver: 

This waiver applies exclusively to lifesaving humanitarian assistance, which includes essential medicines, medical services, food, shelter, and
subsistence assistance, as well as necessary supplies and reasonable administrative costs to facilitate the delivery of such assistance.
This waiver does not extend to activities related to abortion services, family planning, conferences, administrative costs outside the scope
outlined in 1(a), or programs centered on gender; diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI); transgender surgeries; or other forms of non-lifesaving
assistance.
Migration and Refugee Assistance (MRA) may be utilized solely for activities described in section 1(a), including repatriation of third-country
nationals to their countries of origin or to a safe third country.

2. Additional Waivers or Exceptions:

For activities not explicitly covered by this waiver, Missions, Bureaus, and Independent Offices should follow the Agency’s waiver guidance outlined in
the message sent on Sunday (https://links-
2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUSAIDHQ%2Fbulletins%2F3ce
eeb0/1/01010194afd01589-923555f9-fb64-45c2-9f0c-d5516784d873-
000000/WpiP96PXlbhkKtT2zFHBrbUUxeS0C0iy21MF-660VGs=390). USAID implementing partners should work with their
respective Contracting/Agreement Officers to submit such requests.

We appreciate your cooperation and dedication to ensuring that lifesaving assistance continues to reach those in need during this critical time.

Jason Gray

Acting Administrator
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